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of memhers are at stake, with the greatest
caution and with the greatest circumspection.
If we were pow to decide upon this gquestion
while the whole of the other business is being
adjourned, it would nct, to say the least of it,
beur a very satisfactory aspect outside. I would
just like to point out that the hon. Mr. Stone
in putting forwurd his motion. has not in any
way reforred to the legal difficulty which is
known to exist; nor bas ho stated kow far the
clauses of the Bankruptcy Actoverride, or affect,
the provisions of the Constitution Act which
he has referred to. Ithink we are cntitled to
a full discussion om this question, and we
should have o stntement from the Minister, as
to the views the Government take of the vac-
ancy, and as to the Iaw affecting the question.
I wove that the debute on this mabter be ad-

journed.
Tue Hon.

that.
Question put and passed.

D. K. CONGDON: I second

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK BILL.

'This Bill was received from the Legislutive
Assembly, and was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

I'me MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Wittenoom) moved that the House at its
rising adjourn until 430 o'clock p.m.
to-morrow,

Question put and passed,

The House ubt 5 o'clock, p.w., wdjourned
until Thursday July 11th, at 4.30 o’clock p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Agent-General Bill,

Legislutite Jssembly,

Wednesday, 10th July, 1895.

Hailway stgnalling at Perth and Cottesloe—Fenders
Jor Public Works—Post Office Savings Bank Fu-
torest Bl ; thivd reading—Agent-Liensal Bl
in committee— Perth Mint Bill ; in committee—
Amended Sessional Qrders as to Days end Houvs
of Sitting—Iutroduction of Scwerage System for
Pereh and Fremantle— Adjournnent.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 4:30 p.m.

Prarcre,

RAILWAY SIGNALLING AT PERTH AND
COTTESLOE,

Mr. RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways, whether
it was intended fo introduce a better system
of signalling at the Perth und Cottesloe Rail-
way Station ; and, if so, whut system would he
introduced, and when.

Tue COMMISSIONLR OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that o system of
points and crossings and interlocking gear was
now under consideration, and the work weuld
be carried out ns soon as possible,

‘TENDERS FOR PUBLIC WORKS,

Mr. GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works,—

1. Whether his Department had the neces-
sury funds available to carry on the work re
tenders now advertised.

2. Whether he would take such steps as
might be necessary to prevent any more
tenders being called, unless funds were im-
medintely available.

Turg DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H. W. Venn} replied at follows:—

1. 'The money for the works for which
tenders have been-called was voled by this
House last year; before tenders ave nccepted
the money must be re-voted.

2. No tenders will be called for which
money has not already been voted.

AGENT-GENERAL BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

Debate continued upon following new Clanse
proposed by Mg, MOSS to stand part of the
Bill :—

6. No person who uniay be appointed to the
office of Agent-General shall, during his tepure
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of office, act as o director of, or hold any posi-
tion in, any Cowpany or Syndicate whatsouver,
whather incorporated or not.

Tug ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the Government had no objection
to a provision of that sort, as they had alwnys
insisted that the Agent-General should not
occupy the position of director of any Cowm-
pauy or Syndicate whatever, without their
gpecial sanction. ‘I'here might be cuses, pos-
sibly, where there would be no objection to
the Agent-Genernl acting as director of sowe
influentinl London banking institution. He
did not think it would be wise to include in
the proposed cluuse the words “or hold any
position in™ as they might be too binding. ‘I'hey
only wanted to prevent the Agent-General
from beiny w divector of any company.

Me. Moss: He may be put on o Board of
Advice.

Mg, Georog: Or as an expert.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt)
said the words referred to would not only refer
toa directorship, but to any position in & Com-
pany. He did not supposs they would exclude
the Agent-Generul from boing a shaceholder.

Mg. R. ¥, SHOLL said thut surely the fact
of being a sharecholder in any Company wus
not affected by the proposed new clanse. The
words * or bold any position in” would not
deter him from being a shareholder.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1t says he wust
not hold any position.

Me. B. F. SHOLL said by being a share-
holder in a company the Agent-General would
not be holding an office.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt)
said the clanse provided that he should not be
o direcior, nor should he hold * any position ™
in o company.

Mu: MARMION saaid the dificulty could be
got over by inserting the words “any position
other than & shareholder.”

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that no such u clause
as the one proposed could be found in any
of the Agunt-Genernl Acte of the other
colomivs,

Me. R. . Spont: That does not say that
it should not be inserted here.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that seeing the Go-
vernment gave an assurance that the gentle-
man holding the position would not be
allowed to hold any position in a cowpany, it
would be as well not to have the proposed
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clause inserted, but to leave the matter to the
Govermment. It was an invidious distinction
to make, when guch a clause was not included
in similar Bills in any part of the world, and
wns o reflection upon the gentleman holding
the office, to tie him down to that which other
Agents-General were not confined.

Mp. R. F, 8$HOLL said there could be no re-
flection upon the Agent-General, because the
cffice wae -acant at present. It was
desirakle w. wake the provisior far
not long nge the late Agent-Gemernl (Bir
Maleolm Fraser) in a weak moment allowed
hia name to be placed upon the direntovate of
a company, and was compelled {0 go to the
S8apreme Court to have it removed. The
present Government, no doubt, were patticular
in vegard to the matter, but future Govern-
ments might take a different view of it. More-
over the House was now usked to affirm the
principle as to whether the Agent-General
ahould be required to give his whole attention
to the busingss of the colony, or be allowed to
divide it, by aftending to the affairs of com-
panies, and, if the clanse were rejected, it
would be tantamount te Parlisment not in-
sisting upon the Agont-General giving the
whole of his attention to the duties of the
position.

Mgr. MARMION said he would suggest that
the word *office” should be substituted for
the word * position.”

Me. MOSS auid he would suggest that the
words “hold any office” should not include the
position of shureholder, as the object wae not
to prevent the Agent-General from faking
shares in a company, but to restrict him from
carrying on the business of some company
while he was in office.

Me. SIMPSON said he was distinctly in ac-
cord with the amendment. A resolution was
passed last session affirming that it was inad-
visable that a Minister of Mines should act
as the director of mining companies or syndi-
cates. That resolution wana not simed ni any
particular individual. If the principle was
affirmed in the case of positions in the colony,
it should be made to apply to positons in the
old country.

Me. LEAKE zaid he would support the sug-
gestion of the Attorney-General. He did not
know what samendment bad been proposed.

Tue CHAIRMAN : No amendment is before
me.

Mer. LEAKE said he would, in order to
obtain an expression of opinion, move that the
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words “ or hold any position in ” be elruckout.
Complications would avise if words of such
signifiention were allowed to remain in. It
wus easy to define what the position of
director of an incorperated company was; but it
wus not an easy matter to arrange where the
holding of such a position disqualified
the officer from holding the position. If the
words were allowed to remain in, the Agent-
General would be harussed on every oceasion,
when he was really acting with perfect good
faith, und why should they subject him to
such trouble and indignity? They could
trust the Govermuent for the time being to
see that the Agent-General, forthe purposes
of his own interesta, was not making use of
his official position. In such a case Parlio-
ment, und not the Government, would step in,
and Parlinment would be the first totake
exception toanything like an im proper position
which thut gentleman might place himself in.

Mg. R. F. Susorn: How could he be

barassed ?
Mg. LEAKE amaid the bhon., member
knew what harassing meant. Someone

might pick holes in the Agent-Gene-
ral's policy, and 1aiee wup all soris
of untounded chavges againet bim. That was
harassing him, and such a course ghould be
avoided,

Me. ILLINGWORTH euggested a further
amendwent, to add the words ™ other than a
shareholder ” atter the word “ position.” e
said the Agent-General could hold half a
dozen positions in & company besides that of
a director.

e ATTORNEY-GENERAIL, (Hon. 8.
Burt} said they would perhaps get into a
tangle. It would meat the wishes of the
House if the words * or hold any office’™ were
uged. That would include Boards of Manage-
wment, but if they mentioned shareholder
they would probably go on to debenture
holder, Whereas without being a shareholder
bo could purchase debentures in a compuny,
and they must except that. He would suggest
that the previous amendments should be with-
drawn,

Mz. LEAKE withdrew his amendment.

Mg. MOSS said he was eatisfied to adopt the
suggestion of the Attorney-General.

Mr. MARMION said he would move
the amendment suggested by the Attormey-
General thuat the words “or hold uny office **
skould be substisuted for the words “ or hold
any position in.”

[ASSEMBLY.)

Order of Business.

Amendment put and passed, and the new
clause, asumended, was aygreed to.

Preamble and title :

Agreed to.

Bill reported.

BUSINESS DAYS AND HOURS QF
MEETING.

THe ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt), in the absence of the Premizr, moved,
in necordance with notice, “ That the Sessional
Order with reference to Business Days and
Hours, passed by this House upon the 26th
ultimo, be rescinded, and that the following
Sessional Order be adopted in lieu thereof :—
‘The Houtge, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despatch of bLusiness on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and ‘I'hwredays at 4.30
p-m., and shall ait until 6.30 p.w. if necessuxy ;
and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards’"”
In weoving the resolution, the honorable
gentleman said he believed these were the
days for weeting and hours for sitting that
had heen fairly agreed upon among honorable
members, and, thiz being so, there waa bhardly
any occasion for him to say anything more on
the ruatter at the presen: time. The times
appeared to meet the suggestions previously
made by honorable wembers, and he would
therefore merely formally move the adoption
of the resolution.

Mg, LEFROY srid he rose with pleasure to
second the resolution, and in doing so, desired
to expresas his thanks—and he was sure those
of many other honorable members—to the
Premier for the kindness he had shown in thus
meeting the wishes of the representatives of
country constituences. There was no doubt
the times of meoting had been arranged with
thia object in view, and he therefore desired
to persopally thank the Premier for thé con-
sideration that had been shown to comntry
mem bers.

The resolution was then puiand passed.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8, Burt),
in the absence of the PreMirr, moved, * That
the Sessional Order with reference to preced.
ence of Government business, passed upon the
26th ult. be_ rescinded, and that the following
Sessional Order be adopted by this House in
lien ihereof :—" On Tuesdays and Thursdays,
(Fovernment business shall take precedence of
all Motions and Orders of the Day.” Put
and carried without discussion.



Municipal Sewereqe.

SEWERAGE FOR PERTH AND FREMANTLE.

Me. TRAYLEN: The resolution I have to
submit to this House, and to this House’s
opinion, is, “That this House regards the
subject of sewerage as being necessary to the
health of the inhabitants of the densely
populated portions of Perth and Fremantle,
and is of opinion that the sanjtation of Perth
in particular must be defective until a system
of sewernge bo installed; and is further of
opinion that the requisite legislation should
be brought before FParliament during thia
session.” This resolution aske for legielation
—and prompt legislation—on the subject men-
tioned in it. T think it is a good principle for
this Honge to ask that, when a request for new
legislation is brought forward, some proof
ghould be given that the public is nsking for
it, or that there is clearly written on its face
either expediency or necessity. The honor-
able and learned Attorney-General, in speaking
in this House a few daye ago, said there was
no sgitation in favor of making new legisla-
tion on this question. T regret that the close
attention to his many and important duties
bas not given him a coign of vantage from
which to view this matter, and, somehow or
other, he appears fo have missed those
signs—and signs have not been wanting—of
an evident agitation on this subject. The
favorite channel by which the public may
make it become known that, tothe minds of
some, there is an injustice or a need for legis-
lation to be resorted to, is by writing to the
papers, and they are usually followed by others
who happen to be of the same opinion. Then,
prebably, a deputation waits upen a Minister
of the Crown and raises the subject before
the Ministry in thizs manner. TFollowing
this, pessibly, the editors of the newspapers
think it is of such importence that they com-
mence to write leading articles upon it, and if
there be any specific body charged with the
administration of that particular system found
fault with, the subject will in due course be
brought beforeit,and it will have somethingto
eay on the matter. All of this, Mr. Speaker,
has taken place. Numerous letters have been
written to the papers, and an agitation has
taken place through the columns of the press,
A deputation has waited upon the Premier ;
and the City Council, and the Municipal Con-
ference, have both applied to the Govern-
ment to bring in new legislation om
this most pressing subject. I will ask that
honerable members of this House, in dealing
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with this subject, should preserve some con-
sistency of action. We have had passed
by this House, a Bill providing for the estab-
lishment of a Mint in Perth, and I wish to
allude to that subject. It has been admitted
that the eatablishment of a Mint will be an
expensive luxury to us. We have been told it
will confer advantages on those who are getting
the gold, and, in addition, will give us a cer-
tain amount of prestige. However, we have
aleo been informed that, if not & permanent
loms, it will show a loss not only over working
expenses, but on the capital sum involved in
its establishment for some time to come. If,
then, we are willing to incur particular ex-
penses for the andvantage of those who dis-
cover gold, and alse in retwn for some
amount of prestige, how much more im-
portant is it that we should be willing to
legislate on such an important matbter as
health? Health is something we prize
—at any rate after we have lost it—amd
I am afraid some of us do not do so until we
have lost it. We prize it, Sir, when we lament
the wunkind disease that has carried off a
friend, more especially if the cause of death
ranks among what are known as really pre-
ventible diseases. Sometimes we are inclined
to consider the guestion of Lkeeping our
backyards clean, in the interests of healthia a
matter only for oureelves. I am inclined to
point out to the House something wore than
this. Not only mmast every individual exer-
cise care, but every part of the community,
collectively, must do so, becaunse it is possible
for us to do, or fail to do, theas things which
will make onr neighbors suffer, or which
should be done in their intevests. It is often
our neighhors ard others who are compelled
to bear the consequences of our ncts of negli-
gence, and the present unsatiefactory methods
for the disposal of human refuse are most
inimical to health., At present we cannot get
rid of that form of human refuse which con-
sists of dirty waters, slops, soapsuds, &o., and
g0 long as we must throw this into our back-
yards or empty it into the streets, so Jong will
it be impossible for Perth to be a healthy city,
or to remain healthy in view of the growing
density of the population. There is nothing
to prevent our being agnin visited by another
disastrous epidemic of typhoid while we have
the present system. TFor the quarter ending
March 81 last there were in Perth 416 deaths,
and out of thisoumber the canse of death in
116 cases was typhoid fever—416 deuths
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altogether, and 116 from typhoid. What is
more to the point is the fact that there was
not a single disense mentioned in the vital
statistica that was credited with producing
more than 18 deaths, and that was with respect
to dinrrhen—a disense very meurly allied to
typhoid fever.

Mgz. A, Forregr: How many from measles ¢

Mr. R. F. SaoLL: How many in Perth and
Fremantle ?

Mg, TRAYLEN: I do not know, hutse far
as the latter question ia concerned I believe a
good number. As 1 said before—and I want
to exnphasise the fact, no other disease than
typhoid cansed more thaon 18 deaths. There
ig surely u great differcnce, and it is our duty
to reduce this namber. In the previous ¢uar-
ter the preponderance was not so great, but
atill the differeuce was & preponderating one,
What then, are we to do to put a stop to what
is 80 injurious 7 At present one cluss of the
human refuse of the City of Perth is re-
moved in carts and taken outside of the city
boundaries, and the same system is followed
in Premanile. What becomes of it then no
one appears to care. The remedy for this,
according fo some anthorities, is in the erec-
tion of deesicators to convert this refuse into
manunre, I may say to this House that thisis
a most costly process. In fact, it islike giving
twenty shillings in order to get a few ahillings
worth of profit, and I do not find uyself in a

position to recommend & resort to this
process. What is recogniged by others
as the |best osystern and that now
used throughout the world is that the

removal of all refuse shuuld be by underground
drains. When this question hus been brought
forward—and it has been brought forward at
different times during the last two or three
years—members huave asked what system it is
proposed should be adopted in Perth. If by
thie they want to know how wany 6-inch, 12-
inch, or 18-inch drains will be required, I can-
not tell them, but this I know, that to enter
into it at all it will be nccessary first for o
grest deal of money to be expunded in the
necessary survey, 1 am quite aware of the
fact that this is a matter where legislation
must Le preceded by the survey. I am also
aware of the fact that this survey is taking
place now, although the Government has no
nuthority to incur the cost.

AN Hon, MEwBEER: Why nre they spending
the money then? Where are they getbing it 7

Mg. TRAYLEN: One object I have in bring-
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ing this watter forward now is so that the
Government will have the necessary authority
for tho expenditure of money necessary, not
only for the survey, but for apy other ox-
ponses thut may have to be incurred outside
of the survey. If the question to which some
honorable members desire an answer is : what
is the remedy , for this ? L[ suy there arc
two or three systems that might be enquired
into. Oune is on the construction of a partial
system of sma)l mains so that the buman
refuse would run into sewers, but in a place
like Perth, where there is so much sand, there
would be danger of their being blocked up to
a considerable oxtent. Then there ia the
purtially separate  system, by  which
water and refuse from the houses is carried
away in drains laid underground, and the
water from the streets runs away by means of
water-tables.  Another scheme would be
what is known as eubsoil draining, but
thnt would be very difficult to carry
out in this city, and I cannot be per-
suaded that the soil will not go when the
water does, and so tend to block the drains.
The question has been raised what scheme I
snggest, or what others suggest with me. My
suggestion for the disposal of nll the sewerage
ie that it should be carried away by the under-
ground drainage system, and deposited either
at & sewagu farm or into the eea. The sug-
gestion that it should be deposited in the
sewage farm is not one I agree with, on my
own part, and what I would like would be that
it sbould ultimnfely be conveyed to the cea.
A series of objections have been taken to the
firet idea, and it may bhe that objections will
also be raised to its being carried to the sea.
To my own judgment, however, the objections
to the sea as n depSt are far Jess than those
which could be urged against the refuse being
piaced on o farm. Still, it is probable that,
for the sake of economy and in order to re-
dace the first cost, we will have to have a
scheme for & furm pear Perth, but for my own
part I would hope to see the sewage ultimately
conveyed right fo the sea. My friend, the
Attoroey-Genern), will endeavour to say
that the people living in the neighbourhood of
Cottesloe would object to the scheme ending
at the sen. However, Sir, I showed my loyalty
to Her Majesty, on the Queen’s Birthday, by
inspecting the outlet of the Sydney sewage
scheme. I went down to Bondi, and it is there
that the sewage from a large portion of the
City of Sydney runs down into the sea. I
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looked at the beach in the vicinity of the out-
let, und saw nothing whatever to indicate
what was going on. I hope it will not be a
shock to members, when T say that there were
ten or twelve men fishing in close proximity
to where this sowage was taken into the sea,
und they did not appear to be troubled with
the fuct ab alk

AN How. Memper: But how deep is the
water there ?

Mr. TRAYLEN: I do not know that, The
only thing that could be seen at all was that
the dirty water could be scen for 40 or 50
yurds into the sea. Thers was nothing more
than this, and that could not possibly be
belped. It has been said that any scheme
for Perth will be so cxpensive that we shall
not be able to fave it for some time te come.
That it will be a great expense I do not wish
to hide, but something will have to be resocted
to. Hitherto, when this question has been dis-
cussed, the figures brought forward have only
been the figures of nwateurs. I have now
before me, however, a report rendered to the
City Coupcil of Adelnide, when there was
being discussed the sewage proposals for that
city. I find from these fizures that there it
was proposed to lay 58 miles of street drains,
and it was intended to add 5% miles of a main
sewer. The total sost for the whole of this
work was {o be £145,000, These figures were
not guesswork, but the actual caleulations of
an enginser. In Perth there cum only be 45
miles of street drains, or 13 miles less than
that, provided for in the estimate, and we
wowld not have such a distance of main
gewers. It seems most reagonable to sup-
pose that if 58 miles can be laid down
in Adelaide for £145,000, we should be
able to curry out 45 miles in Perth for
not meore than that sum, In connection
with this an estimate—it could only be an
estimate—was made, as to the cost to the
people of the existing system of disposing of
therefuse. That wus by its being carried
away by carts. It was found that the cost of
thig work in Adelaide was £11,099 per annum.
The interest on £145,000 would be £7,250 per
annum, thus showing a difference of £3,849 per
annum in favor of the underground sewage
scheme. It would therefore be seen that
inatead of the sewers being more expensive,
they were expected to be a large saving on the
ol system. In order that the House may sec
the difficulties many of our large establish-
menta labor nnder, I wilt give o few figures of
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the way in which ore or two hotel-keepers are
affected. T am informed that the proprietor of

| the Grand Hotel has to spend no lessa sum than

£30 per annum in getting the neces-
sary sanitary work of the botel ecarried
out, while the cost to the Royal Hotel
is £46 per annum, With regard to the latter,
the proprietor finds he is bopelessly beaten in
ull his endeavors to keep his yard clean and
respectable, and every few days letters appear
in the Press calling upon the authorities to
tuke steps in consequence of the umount of
dirty water that is always ranning across the
footpath near the botel. The City of Perth
is spending at the present time £16 to £18 per
day for sanitary work, and this amount in the
year would more than pay the interest on
£140,000. It does seem reasonable to think
that we are here shown a letter system of
sauitation in every way, a diminution in the
rate of mortality, and an improvement in the
public bealth, for not more mongy than is
spent now under the present mwost unsatisfac-
tory system. I next denl with the question,
which should Le the authority under which
this work should be carried ont? Should it
be a municipality, should it be the Govern.
ment, or should it be a special board? 1
find that the three nearest colonies to our
own have three different kinds of authoritiea.
In South Australia they make ita Government
mutter, and o fixed rate of fees have been de-
termined upen. In New South Wales, at the
institution of the system, every mmnin was
copetructed by the municipalities concerned,
but that proved impracticable in the long run.
Tt was found impossible to carry out the ser-
vice satisfactorily, and & new system wnos
brought into vogue. Now, the Government
does the work of construction, and when it 18
comploted the work passes into the hands of
a hody, appointed partly by the Governmert
ond partly by the municipalities served by the
system. My own suggestion is for the con-
stitution of n board on somewhat the same
lines as the Sydpey Board. ‘l'he Government
should appoint some of the members, and
the others should be elected by the muni-
cipalities concerned.- Im Victorin the Board
controlling the sewage scheme is entirely
olective. However, while I helieve in tha
Sydney scheme, I think thal, as the Govern.
wment would practically have to gnarantee any
money required, it shonld have a larger repre-
sentation on the board appointed to wanage
the works, It has sometimss Leen questioned
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what good & Bill will do for us. Tt is said,“a
Bill will not give you sewers”” However,
while this was go, it should also be borne in
mind that Bills did not give a lot of other
things that were striven for. They are this
much—they are a preliminary stage. We
wan$ a Bill brought forward to commence and
carry out this work in a proper and satisfac-
tory manner. 'There can be no authority for
doing anything until a Bill is brought before
Parliament. This is an urgent matter, which
culls for action this session. If we deluy for
another twelve months, it will be two years
after that time before we can possibly ex-
pect to see a new system inm vogue,
In other words, we shall have to wait about
three years from now before we can have the
advantages of sewerage, unless there is a Bill
brought in and carried through Parliament
during this current session ; and wupon that
ground, I urge hon. members of this House to
give me their cordial support. T know thaf
the matter of preparing o Bill on & subject like
this is a sumewhat extensive order ; but, as the
Attorney-General wasgoodencugh to say there
is a Bill already drafted, that Bill can be placed
in the hands of the present Parliameuntary
draftsman, to be tonched up by him in such
mannper as he thinka necessary, ‘I'he passing
of such a Bill will give to us (the City Council)
the power to help ocurselves. Speaking as
a member of the City Connucil, some of us
bave not been unwilling to take cur share of
responsibility ; and to those persons who
really know what we (the Couneil) do, I think
they will say we discharge that respon-ibility
fairly well. In this connection, I want to
offer one or two observations with regard to
the mode suggented by my esteemed friend,
the hon, member for Perth (Mr. Randell). He
has suggested that the City Council should
erect reservoirs and cleanse them. My objection
to that is the enormons cost, because if we are
to erect reservoirs, then pray let us have a
gewerage system at once, and save the enor-
mous cost of erecting reservoirs and cleansing
thew. If such citizens as those I referred to,
have to pay some twenty shillings per week
for sanitary pwiposes under the present
gystem, how much more would they have to
pay 1o order to clear all objectionable matter
from their premises, by having it carted away
at frequent intervals? The only other ob-
servation I want to make is in reference to
those hon. members, and others, who think the
present powers of the ity Couucil are not
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oxercised. Here I would say the Public
Health Act o not sufficiently extensive in
the powers it gives to Boards of Health.
With regard, for example, to the cleansing of
ashpits, the principal Act stipulates that ash-
pits may be cleansed once a month, It is true
that, if there be anything particnlarly offen-
sive about them, the inspector may visit the
place and order a cleansing ; but, seeing that
the principal Act recognises once a month as
suflicient, I take it that a magistrate before
whom an offerder was summoned for neglect-
ing to comply with the Health Act, would be
very cautious bow he imposed a penalty, un-
lesa there appeared to be something specially
and particularly ¢ffensive about the ashpit in
guesfion. So that the principal Act does not
give to the Municipal authority sufficient
power, and we have, over and over
agnir, found ourselves handicapped by
the want of those powers which I trust
will be given towms, under a system which
is found to work so well in different parts of
the world. I think I may say the only system
I am pot acquainted with is one mentioned
last session by the hon. member for Nannine,
that is the Liernur system, and that is really a
sewerage system. In this motion, I am only
asking hon. members to approve of the prin-
ciples involved in it, while at the same time,
hon, members may disapprove of almost every
suggestion in detail that I bave put forward.
I ask the House now to approve of the general
principles involved, believing that we cannet
have a healthy metropolis unless we have &
system of sewerage.

Mx. Ravperr : Will the hon. member tell
us whether he thinks the present water supply
would be sufficient, in connection with a
Rowerage gystem 7

Mz. TRAYLEN : In answer to that, all I
have to say is that the Water Supply Company
are bonnd, by the terms of their special Act,
to provide a snfficient supply.

M. A. FORREST : I would like to say o
few words on this most important motion, to
the effect that this matter has been dealt with
by the delegates reprasenting all the muni-
cipalities in the colony, who met lately in
conference. They decided that it is necessary
in the interest of Perth, and of the colony, that
thie sanitary work in the metropolis should be
carried out ; and, as a result of that conference,
a depatation waited on the head of the
QGovernweut and placed their views before
him. We find, as vhe next step, that the
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Speech of the Admwinistrator, at the opening of
Parliament, ntated that the Government
intended to deal with this question. [Mr.
TraYLEN : Next year.] No ; the Speach does
not say * next year ” at all, It says :—

Owing to theincrease of population, the necessity
for improving the water supply and sanitary ar-
rangements of the larger towns has become a ques-
tion of much importance, and a comprehensive
scheme for dealing with these matters is being con-
sidered by the Government. My Ministers are
nnzious to assist all local afforts in the above dir-
ection, and s contour survey of Perth is now being
curried out, with the object of enabling relinble
egtimates to be prepared for any drainage or other
works that may be neoessary in connection with
the sanitation of the metropolis.

Y say, therefore, it is Dot quite fair of the hen.
member for Greenough to try now fo juwmp
‘this position before the House, when it is clear
the Governmwent intend to denl with the ques-
tion. We know already that the Government
are taking surveys and levels of the city, and
are spending a large amounnt of money in do-
ing go. [Mr. R. F. Swort: Without Purlia-
mentary sanction.] This is a matter of
urgency, beyond Parliament, when the health
of the chief city ia at staka, and I think the
Government ere quite right in spending
money on these surveys. At any rate, the
sarveys must be made. The City Council are
fully alive to the importance of this guestion,
and are only waiting for the Government to
bring in some comprehefisive scheme for
denling effectually with the sanitation of
FPerth. The Premier was told, on a recent oc-
casion, Lthat the City Council are quite pre-
pared to pay interest on the mecessary cost
of this work, if the Government will under-
take it. T deny that the city is so unhealthy
as the hon. memberfor Greencugh has tried
to make out. He said that out of 416 deaths
occurring during the quarter ended March
last, 116 of those deaths were due to typhoid ;
but T would like to askthe hon. member where
all those sick people came from. I say
that patients from all parts of the colony come
to Perth for medical treatment, and it is not
the fault of the city that so many deaths occur
in Perth. These deaths may be attributed by
doctors to typhoid and’other diseases, but
there are many other eanses, and the hon.
member for Nannine will agree with me that
many sick persons, especinlly those coming
from the country into Perth for treatment,
really suocumb to «c¢amses other than
typhoid. I think the hon. member for
Greenough is rather trying to jump the posi-
tion by bringing forward this motion now,
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and that the time is not quite ripe for
such a motion, If, after the Financinl

Statement has been laid before this House
by the Treasurer, there is8 no provigion in it
for a sanitery scheme, and if it is then found
that the Government do not intend to bring in
some scheme for the drainage and sewerage of
Porth, then will be the time for moving snch a
motion as this. But at the present moment I
say the course taken by the hon. member is not
lair. It was only the other day that the depu-
tation of delegates from all the municipalities
in the colony met the Prewier, who then
promised that he would help as far as possible
in providing & proper sanifary system, with
the sanction of Parliament; and, since that
interview, we have had a statement in the Ad-
ministrator’s Opening Speech, to the same
effect. Thie question is; no doubt, of particalar
importance in the opinion of the hon, mem-
ber, and he is very anxious to have a board of
control appointed, and that the board should
be independent of the people of Perth, My
opinicn on that point is, that there should be
no board of control over water and sewerage,
except one that represente the ratepayera of
Perth, TheCity Council, as the FPremier has
bLeen told, are quite prepared to pay the ordin-
ary rate of interest, after the first year, on as
much capitnl expenditure as the Government
may spend, in providing a proper syatem of
drainage and sewerage in Perth. The City
Council have always paid to the Govern-
ment whatever interest was due, and they
ask no favor with reference to the rate of
interest to ke paid in thiscuse, "T'he matter is
important at present, but I hardly think the
hon. member is quite justified in bringing this
moticn before the House now. He should
wait till after the 'Treasurer has made his
Financial Statement, and if there is no pro-
vigion in it for dealing with this great question,
the hon: member might then move that Parlia-
ment should take action, I certainly cannot
support the hon. member at present.

MgB. LEAKE : There seems to be more force
than usual in the observations of the hon.
member who hns just sat down, and for onve,
at any rate, wa are almost in accord. I do not
object to the principle underlying the motion
before the House, but I cannot support it, be.
cause I think the hon. member for Greenough
has hardly made out a satisfactory case, nor
has he forced hie own conclusions upon us.
His motion, shorn of ita introductory verbinge,
asks in effect that the requisite legislation
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ghonld he brought before Parliment during
this session. 'The hon. member does not tell
us whether, in the scheme he may have, but
which he hag vot uufolded to us, he intends
that this is to be a municipal, or a Government
matter ; nor does he deal suficiently with its
financial method. 'The only wference I draw
from the hon. member's remarks is that he is
in favor of gome system of drasinage or sani-
tution, and he seems rather to prefer
thai there should bs established a Sani-
tation Board—possibly, the House might
think, with the hon. member as
its chairmaun, and attached to it a vote for
enabling the hon. member to visit the
neighboring colonies—perhape to visit Bondi
again—and report on the matter, But that
i3 not the sort of scheme we can consider. We
must have something definite before us; and
in the hon. tnember’s observations he has sug-
gosted many difficnlties, by referring to various
alternutive schemes which may be considered.
Theve is deep dramnage ; there is the pumping
system ; there is the dry-earth system ; and
there is some special patent which was referred
to last session by the hon. mewmber for
Nannine, which, s¢ far aa theory ie concerned,
seema to be well worth reporting upon by ex-
perts. We musk, first of all, agree upon a
system—that is the first thing to be done;
and in this connection we find that the Govern-
ment are spending money to inform them-
selves, Ly obtaining n contour survey of
Perth, which will estublish n basis ; for with-
out a well established hasis you ean do
nothing. Let us see, first of all, the result of
the present endeavors of the Government.
‘hen, having got your system, it will be
necessary to say by whom the work shall be
done. It is not sufficient merely to sug-
gest, in course of argument, that the
work should be done by means of a
Government guarantee, given to the muni-
cipahty. That suggestion is not sufficient.
We must first have a system, and then we
ghall know full well whether it can be
carried out by the municipality, whether it 18
toolarge a work for the Municipal Conncil,
and whether it can be properly carried out by
the Crown. Then again we are told that the
suggested Bill, when obtained, will be only a
preliminary. True, it isa preliminary, but 1t
is mot & preliminary which will lead to any
ultimate good. It will be put upon our Statute
Book, but possibly when we have got the Bill,
we shall disapprove of the system which is
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therein suggested ; o then where shall we be ?
Next session some hon, member may suggest
some other syste m, and if we then repeal this
Bill to clear the way for another system, there
will bave been o waate of time. 'The present
powers with regard to sanitation, we are told,
ure not exercised in Perth; therefore what
guarnntece huve we that any fresh powers we
may give to the municipal hodies will be avail-
edof 7 If a Bill is introduced giving certain
fresh powers, a8 suggested by the hon, member
what will be the good of that, unless we have
o system as A basis to work upen?
And, whilst we are discussing the sys-
tem of ennitation, it may be just as
well to establish, once for all, some system
which may ultimately be nvailed of by other
municipalities throughout the country, and
not have it confined merely to the populous
centres of Perth and Fremantle. "‘he first
step should be to establish your systewn;
gecondly, having got & system, you eun elabo-
rate it, and nlso determine as to your waysand
weans, .nview of these circumatances—much
ag the principle of this motion may commend
itself to the conmsideration of Parlinment--I
cannot support it, hecause I think we should
be committing ourselves too much by doing
g0 ; and, although ne exception has been taken
na to whether the hon. member’s motion is in
order, I cannot help thinking that, underlying
it all, there is one of the moat important
questions—that is the question of finance.
Tue COMMISSTIONER OF CuOWN LANDS
{Hon. A, R. Richardson): I donot wish to add
much to this debate. The hon, membher who
introduced the motion has first attempted to
prove the unhealthiness of Perth, hecanse
that underlies the necessity for his motion
and the statistics he has given us are that out
of 416 deaths registered during the quarter
ended March last, 116 were due to typhoid
fever. With all due deference to the hon.
member, who should be thanked for Laving
taken zo much tronble and interest in this
question of sanitation, I cannot concede that
he has proved the necessity for his present
motion; for it has been known as s fact that
a very large portion ot these typhoid patients
had contracted the disense at places awny
from Perth, and that they come to Perth for
medical treatment. I do not ace, therefore,
that the statistics of denths, quoted by the hon
member, affect the guestion at all, when we
know that a very large portion of those ty-
phoid patients contracted the disense in places
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where no sanitary system could affect their case
—away in the bush, or on the goldfields. We
well know that a large pumber of these
patients, a8 soon as they became aware of the
first symptoms of the disease, made their way
to the city for the benefit of hospital nccom-
modation, or private medical treatment, So
Perth is credited with a larger number of
leaths resulting from tpyhoid that are pro-
perly due to it. Another point in the hoa.
member's motion is that legistation on the
subject should take place this session. But, as
the hon. membear for Albany has put it, what is
the nature of this desired legislation?
Are we gufficiently prepaved with facts
—have we considered n ascheme—have
we got data, ond o proper basis to
work upon ? It is well.-known that the
Governwent are now engaged in doing that
which I maintain ie the firat step in this diree-
tion—that is taking a system of contour levela
1n the city—and, until yon get thal, you will
not know what fall there is for drainage in any
particalar part, nor how the city is situnted in
reference to levels for outlet drainnge ; there-
fore it will be impossible for this House to
know, until that preliminary work is done,
- whether a deep drainage or a surface drainage
or o deasicating system will be the proper one
to suit the local conmditions. I consider
that the Government are doing all they should
he expected or asked to do, at present ; especi-
ally in the alsence of any prior resclution of
this House, ordering them to do anything of
more importance than that which they are
doing. Therefore, I maintain that the princi-
pal part of the hon. memhber’s motion is being
alrendy attended to by the Government. To
say there ought to be legislation on this sub-
ject now would be almost putting the cart be-
fore the horge. It would be legislating on a
subject of which the House cun know very
little from the facts before it. The hon. mem-
ber advocates a deep drainage system ; but T
believe it is a wuch debated point, in the
large cities of the world, as to whether deep

perience of some of those cities warna us not
to go into a system of deep sewerage,—for

onthorities on the subject say, in the first

place, that the expense of deep sewerage in
Perth would be out of proportion to the num-
ber of population and.to our financial means
1 have heard the opinion expressed, ou very
good authority, that a proper and thorough

system of surface drainnge would meet the |
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needs of Perth for the next few years at least,
and that thiz would not cost anyth ng like the
amount of money that & deep drainage systemn
would cost. We have been told, on very good
authority, that if we adopted a system of deep
drainage for Pertb, the amonnt of rntes which
would have to be levied, for paying interest
on the enst, would be a crushing burden on
the ratepayers in the city, and would be ont of
all proportion to the financial means of the
City Counecil. Therefore I cannot see how the
Government would be justified, in the face of
all this, in intreducing legislation in the
present session. I think the House ought to
be eatisfied that the Government are laking
the most practical moans of finding out what
will be the mostsuitable system for Perth, and
for ascertaining the cost. When we have
found ount what is wanted, and what will be
the coat, this House witl then be in a position
to form ar opinion, and expressit; whereas
now the House would be giving a vote utterly
in the dark, und I do not think that would he
a creditable thing for this House to do.

Tz ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : The hon. member who introduced this
motion made a reference to me in his first few
remarks. He said the Attorney-Geveral had
stated in this House, n short time ago, that
he saw no signs of agitation on this
sobject. The hon. member must have
misunderatood me., What 1 said was, not that
T saw no gigns of agitation, but that I saw no
signs of any attempt being made, particularly
by the City Council, to study the question, and
arrive at o scheme which they eould put for-
ward—to ascertain the cost of the acheme, the
necessary burden of working it, and the
amount of rates which would have to be-im.
posed on the ratepayers of Perth for the pay-
ment of interest on the cost. I say so still.
I gay the matter has not advanced beyond the
mere demand for a Bill. Some people suy
Perth is unhealfhy, and therefore they wanta
Bill. I say o Bill will not remedy that. Yom-

. ean’t make Bills until you know what you have
sewerage is renlly the best system. The ex-

got to make them about, nnd it is beyond my
power £ introduce a Bill for doing something
we have not agreed upon yet. ''he hon. mem-
ber for Albany got hold of the right end of
the stick when he aaid we had not got a scheme
yet. Certainly I think this House, and aull
rensonable persons, will ask For a scheme first,
I do not know whether the people of Perih
would like a system of deep druinage or sur-
face dminage, or a systemn of disposing of the
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refuse in another way. We do not kpow for in-
atance whetherthey would be more inclined to
the estublishment of a sewage farm, than o
syetem of pumping the outflow into the sea or
vlsewhere, We do not know anything what-
ever in regard to the scheme which would be
most suitable. The Government at the be-
ginmng of the session, through the Administ-
rator’s Speech, suid this :—

* Owing o the incresse of population, the neces-
sity for improviug the water supply and senitary
arrangements of the larger towne has becomen
question of much importance, and a comprehensive
ssheme for daaling  with these mattersis being
considered by the (favernment. Dy Ministers are
anxious to assist all local efforts in the above
direction, and a contour survey of Perth is now
being carried out, with the object of enabling
relizble estimates to be prepared for any drainage
or other works that may be necessary in connec-
tion with the sanitation of the metropolis.”

In that passage the Government sny they ara
anxious to assist a’l local etforts—not that
they wish to put the question away, or hand
it over to the City Council and let them take
charge of it, but that the Government are
anxions to assist the Perth Municipal
Council, or any other councit, in the
consideration of & comprehensive scheme.
As the Hon. the Commissioner of Crown
Lands has just'said, a contour survey is being
prepared daily in Perth at the present time—
in fact, I saw the officers in my premises this
morping taking levels, That is nndoubtedly
the firet thing to do. Itisconceded that in
connection with any sanitary scheme in Perth,
the managing body must have control also of
the water supply. That meana the purchase
of the wnter works, apd that involves a good
Jeal. When the water works are inspected,
as I smppose they would be before they

were purchased by any reasonable
body, it may be found they are
utterly inadequate for the purpose of

heing used in conjunction with a system of
water carriage and deep drainage. We do
not know whether they would be adequate or
-not. We hear there are rumors as to the
pipes not being strong encugh to resist the
pressure; we hear something about the works
not being what they ought to be ; but assum-
ing they are good and proper works, and
efficient for the purposes of a deep drainage
scheme, these water works would have to be
purchased, and I know the Perth Municipal
Council has on more than one oceasion been
uaing figures to the extent of something hke
£150,000 to £180,000 as the estimated price for
the purchase of these works. Well, assuming
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tuem to be in proper condition,and efficient for
the purposes of a deep drainage schewe, and
that the cost would be £150,000—tuking the
lower estiwate ot the Council—I would like to
ask what is this syatem of deep drainage which
the hon, member hasin his mind, and what
will it cost P [ do not thisk anovher £150,000
would be too much to put down for that.
Kngineers have told me that a syatem of deep
drainage for Perth would cost £200,000 very
soon—before we had finished it. We cannot
tell what the estimate will turn out to be,
until we have settled how far this scheme is
to go frow the city—whether the scheme is to
embrace the whole city, or how much of it. Is
the wmatter to be pumped merely to a sewage
farm outside the city, or is it to be puwped
und conveyed some distance te the sea ¢ If it
is to be pumped into the sea, miles away, the
systew must be more expensive to oconstruct
and 1o work, than if the matter be pumnped on
to a sewage farm nearer to the city.
Assmwning, as we must, that it will cost
£150,000 to estublish a system of deep drain-
sge, we ure meb with a total of £300,000. We
are not likely to raise money, the Municipal
Council would not raige it upon loan guaran-
teed by the Government, ab less than five per
cont. per anpnuwm. It is certain our Munici-
patities in this coloay have not borrowed
money for u long time past at less than that.
That would meun £15,000 osnnually for in.
terest on the works including the water supply,
then there are the working expenses,
sauy £3,000 for working expenses, for you will
require an engineer to work a systém of this
sort, and a well paid one too; aso that,
taking the whola thing into consideration,
I do not see how the expenses
can be less than £3,000 annually. Then we
requira a sinking fund which should be pro-
vided for by at least one per cent ; which gives
another £3,000; so that by udding together the
£15,000 for interest or works, £3,000 for work-
ing expenses, nod £3,000 for a sinking fund,
we have a total of £21,000 per annum to find,
and thatthe first year after the inatalment of
the systewn.

Mg. A. Forerxsr: We don’t intend to buy
the works.

'ag ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon S. Burt).
You must obtain the water if you get deep
drainage.  Assuming you have the water-
works in possession, you would still require
some board of management, and & competent
manager, and the charges would amount
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up to £21,000 per annum requiring
a rate that would not suit the citizens
of Perth, 4 vrate of one shilling in
the pound would produce £4,782, not connting
the health rate which I believe is a shilling, so
that within the Municipality there is a two
shilling rate yielding £9,584 ; but if yon are to
raise £21,000 per annnm, you will require an
additional rate of very nearly five shillings in
the pound. T aay if we are to raise £21,000
per annum, we shall have to pay, besides the
two shillings we already pay, an extra five
shilling rate, or seven shillings in all ; which
ia an amount I believe the people of Perth
wonld not stand.

Mg, Georoe: They wounld not be asked to
stand it.

MRr. A. ForrEsT: We snould not buy the
water works in any case.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. §. Burt) :
Ido not believe they would be asked, but
1 say the rate that would be required to raise
421,000 upon the present assessment wonld be
" nearly seven shillings in the pourd. The deep
drainage system may be good enoungh—Ido not
¥now much ahout it—but what I say is this :
that we cannot at present afford the luxury of
having the deep drainage system. There may
possibly be other schemes that will not cost
half the money, and until they are discussed
we cannot arrive at any conclusion as to what
is best to be done. I do mnot think it is the
right thiag to establish a beard to do some-
thing which this House has not agreed upon.
The hon. member for Albany was quite correct
in eaying what he did ;.becanse the Govern-
ment are doing at the present wmoment, that
which would have to be done by any one who
took up this subject; they are making
a contour survey of the city. When it is com-
pleted, and the City Couneil have it before them
they will be able to arrive at a conclusion,
and can then approach the Government with
something definite, that is with some particu-
lar scheme. When thia is done I dare say the
Government will be able to seea little daylizht
on the snbject and will know what it is to
what they are asked to commit themselves,
It must not be supposed by the City Council
or any other Council, that 16 is theduty of the
Government to eatablish these works. It iz a
maunicipal metter, and the most that can beex-
pected of the Government is, that they will
assist and guarantee the interest on any loan
that may be necessary. I consider it will be
in the interests of the ratepayers of Perth
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and of the City Conncil, that the management
of these works should remain with the City
Council. There ia mo reason at the present
moment for inviting the Government to share
in the management. If their aid is songht
well they can easily be represented; I do not
suppose the Government would objecst if they
wars asked to be represented onany board con-
nected with the City Council. The first thing
to do is to complete the survey and place it
before the Council; then the Council can re-
solve upon a scheme, and come forward making
their proposals to the Government, and say
what they intend to do as to the raising of the
money, and working the particular scheme
they bave decided upon.

Mz. GEORGE : T wish to eay a few words,
thovgh not many, in connection with thie
matter. I shall support the motion of the hon.
member. I know it is possible for the motion
to be picked to piaces by those whose
profession it is to pick to pieces the business or
words of an ordinary individual. The principle
for which the hon. member for Greenough is
contending, is one that I think should receive
the support of his collergues in the City
Council ; and I intend to give hiwm the support
he deserves. N one will question his earnest-
ness though some may differ from his method.
The sanitation of Perth is certainly a presaing
matter and shounld be attended to at once. The
Government have told us they are taking steps
to have a contour survey made ; no doubt but
they are doing it with the best intentions, but
their action will not meet with any approval
on my parf, should there be anyundue delay
in carrying out a further scheme.  The Hon.
the Attorney-General spoke with all the
weight of 'his position, and no doubt
for once, really Lelieved the statement he made
with regard to o seven shillings in the pound
rate. The people of Perth will not ba asked to
pay any such sum, for the simple reason, that
when this work has to be dealt with we shall
have anew assessment, under ihe new Muani-
cipal Bill. The present syatem of assessment
is absolutely rotten, and I shall be very much
gsurprised if, whenwe get the new Assessment,
for T am informed the Munisipal Bill will en-
able us to make n new assesament, if, instead
of reaching £90,000 it falls short of £150,000,
or £190,000, That will materially alter the
figures of the Hon. the Attorney-General upon
which he bases thia caleulation for a seven shil-
lings rute. As to whether or not we can ever
have the deep drainage system adopted
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here, it is certain we muost have some schema
that will bring about the health of the city.
Tt would Ve far more desirable to pay a bill of
that sort than to have to pay such Dbills as
gome of us have had to pay during the last
few months. Doctor’s bills have had to be
paid by some, not through any lack of at-
tention to sanitary matters on their own part;
but becanse they were adjacent to properties
where insanitary conditions prevailed. No
ong wishes to nssert as o positive fact that the
disease first started in Perth ; becanse no one
knows where it firat atarted ; but when people
eome into the city as they have done, no mnt.
ter where they come from, it is a serious
menace to the generalhealthof the population ;
ond T want to suggest to the Government with
ail the earnestness of which T am capabie, that
there is urgent need to iake haste to get
this matter pushed through. Whether the
scheme shall be carried out by a Board or by
the City Council, is net the most important
matter; the first thing to do is to draft a Bill,
and then this House, composed as it is of prac-
tical men, can ensily make useful suggestions.
[ do not think it desirable we should have to
wait too long for » Bill that affects the heulth
of every person in the City. It is all very
well for those who have not had much sick-
ness, to think there iz mo urgency in thia
matter ; but take the case of a working man—
where the bread winner is stricken down, and
and there have been many such cases. There
arc people in this city who are having to drink

water out of wells contigious to certain closets, .

because the owners of the properties will not
poy the few shillings necessary for the water
to be put on the premises. I take it the iden
of the hon, member for Greenough is lo give
such power to the nuthorities, as will emable
thein to ensure the carryingof proper sanitary
measures. This iz absolutely necesrary
in the City of Perth, and unless something is
done soon, we shall possibly have to shift this
House to some other and more healthy place
in the Southern provinces, probably down
into my district. Instead of waiting umtil
next session we ought totake some action in
this for if we dowait weshall only have the same
stale old argnments brought forward agnin.
The City Couneil do not want the Government
1o act in a paternal fashion, but they do wish
them to expedite matters and the more quickly
they act the more the Council will be pleased.

Mg, WOOD : Just a word or two on the
motion of the hon, member for Greenough,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Municipal Sewerage.

for the improvement of the sanitary conditions
of Perth. The great point to be obtained from
this discussion is to urge upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of doing something aod
that quickly.

Mz. A. Forgest: They have agreed in the
Speech to do it.

Mr. WOOD : If we can get an assurance
from the Government that the question will
be brought before Parlinment I shall be
perfectly satisfied. 'There is no doubt but
that Perth at present is in a very umhealthy
condition ; wheth r the disense be brought
from outside or not. 1know it is as hon. mem-
Lers have said, that often those who take most
care and are most particular in their sani-
tary nrrangements suffer with those who
taka no trouble st all. I think the hon. mem-
her ia very mild in what he asks; and } hope
his resolution will be carried, for after all
there is not very much in it tu object to. So
far as the different schemes nre concerned it
is not for me to say; T do not suggest any
particular scheme, but I do urge upon the
Government the necessity of coming forward
with some scheme that will not cost too much
money, because we are slready very heavily
taxed. I do not think the City Council should
be entrusted with this great work; for they
have made a mess of nearly everything they
have had to do; the Waterworks and every-
thing else. [ think there should be a Metro-
politan Board of Works established. I must
take exception to what my hon. friend on my
right (Mr. A, Forrest) said as to the hon.
member for Greenough having jumped the
position. I think those who have been in the
House longer than T have, will well know that
the hon. member has been hammering away at
thia subject for the last three or four years. I
shnll support the resolution and hope it will
be carried unanimonsly,

THe Hon. W. E. MARNTON : As Fremantle
has been mentioned I will just say a word or
two. Tam afraid the hon, gentleman’s firat and
principal love is Perth, and@ Fremantle is
second or a longer way down ;I think we ali
consider it very desiralle to undertake some
system of sewage; or do something at any rate
to improve the sanitary condition of the City of
Perth and the town of Fremantle. T am afraid
the population is not sufficiently great, nor the
means at our disposal suflicient to epable
us to adopt a system such as he suggests. [
quite agree with the hon. member that it is
desirable to do something; it is urgently neces-
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snry that something should be done, and I
thizk the hon. member is to be complimented
upon the manner in which he hasin successive
gessions, brought forward this,—I wns going
to say “ malodorous ” subject. I hope he will
continue to do so natil the Government pro-
mise to give some assistance to the City of
Perth and to the town of Fromantle, My idea
i, however, we must wait a little longer, until
we can inaugurate & good system, that will re-
quire quite n large cxpenditure. Though our
circumstances may be said to be affluent, it is
very questionable whether it is theduty of the
Government to expend Iarge sams of
money for Perth and Fremantle alone. I
think they could notvery well do it for the city,
withont doing it for the next most impertant
town in the colony, namely, Freinantle ; becanse
Fremantle requires improvementsas much as
the City of Perth. ‘There wonld prolably be
some difficulty in crrying out a system of
underground sewerage, with our present popu-
lation and resources. We shall have to wait
until our population has increased, and our
menns are larger, and then these works might
be carried out by Boards appointed by the
ratepayers of the City and Fremantle, or indeed
of nny town that thought proper to adopt
the system. The money could be raised at a
low rate of interest, if it had the Government
guarantee. [ believe the fime is not far dis-
tant when Perth and Fremantle will be able
tocarry out a work of the kind new snygoested,
that the hon. member has so much at henrt.

Mke. CLARKSON : I move the debate be ad-
jowrned until to-morrow,

Motion negatived.

Mr. TRAYLEN : My. Speakex, Bir : The
Attorney-General gave us some very carefully
worked out figures, that I am sure he himself
believed in; perbaps it will simply astonish
him to learn that at the present moment
there ia a liability to the Perth Water Supply
Company of £21,400 o yenr. That company
can claim that amount per annum, whenever
our shilling rates reaches that amount. Itis
a liability that exists to-day. I have to apolo-
gise to the hon. mewber for West Kimberley.
[snid 116 deaths had occurred during the
quarter from typhoid fever, but I had no idea of
saying thatthey all oceurred inPerth. [supposc
because I did not say I wns referring to the
whole colony he inferred I was referricgto the
¢ity ; bot I waa referring to the whole colony.
In further reply to the hon. member for West
Kimberley I may say the two members of the
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Government who have spoken show that I
correctly interpreted the sentence inthe Ad-
ministrator’s Speech, and that they had no in-
tention of inteoducing legislation this year. 1
have justified myself by saying T believe we
ought to legislate this year ; we have a right
to deal with this all important matter at once.
The Bill that would have to brought in would
not need to define the exact syetem, but would
simply provide for sewerage, Thisis what the
other colonies have done, they have hrought
in Bills and have ullowed the detaila to
be worked out afterwards; nnd that
tsull T have to nsk. Icould give my own
opinious, n8 to what would be right and
proper, hecause so far as [ am concerned the
whole system in detail is worked outin my
own mind, though of course it is liahle to he
altered in some respects. With reference to
the observations that have becn made about
cases of faver that have come from all parts
of the colony to Perth, it is perfectly true
that such cases have beeu brought and that is
one reaeon why I want sewerage ; when these
cases reach the city they hecome centres of
infection, lut they would cease to Le go if we
had a proper system of sanitation. That is
one of the strongest argnments in my favour.
But, 8ir, although there are many cases
brought inte the city, from the gold-
ficlds and other places there ian very
large number of original cases arising in
Perth itself. I remember the proportion in
one¢ month was forty cases from outlying dis-
tricts and twenty in Perth. That ghows a
very serious proportien of originnl cases
arising in the city. The bacteria that live
upon affected cases, nre the very means thut
give the disensc to henithy persons living in
Perth, or wholive near those who areaffested.
My object is to get rid of these bacteria out of
the city and from Fremantle, for I desire the
system should be applied to Fremuntle assoon
aa possible, One of my strongest arguments
is that eo many cases are coming in from the
country, and we should protect ourselves
against disense brought in by them. A good
mnny dificulties have been mentioned, and I
am quite free to confess the dificulties arc
very nnmerons that need to be overcome
before we can huve o gystem of sewerage for
Perth. I think we ought at once to face these
difficulties and ascertain the best means of
denling with them, and I think it is the duty
of the constructing authority to do so. I con-
sider we have no means at our disposal of as-
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certaining the facts ; it needs not only surveys,
such as are pow being carried on, but it needs
vory careful working out by expert engineers.
Woe should have to spend about £5,000 in pre-
liminary expenses before we could ascertain
juat what was best to do in the way of sewer-
age. There are details that I do not bring
forward now because they are matters for

debate in the committee stage. In my
own mind the details are all settled
With regard to the exerciee of our

present powers, some one has ventured the
asgertion we do neot exercise thom, bnt I say
wo do. I do not mean fosay there arenco
isolated cases that escape the observation of
the Inspector of Nuisances; butin the main we
do exercise the power we possess. Some omne
suggested that theres should be » systemudopted
for the whole of the colony ; that is & proposal
that the Bill that has been drafted provides
for, so that the city or any town in the
colony could take it up as they felt disposed
from time to time. I would obaserve the City
Council has definitely asked for sewars, not lor
water tables or anything else ; they have de-
finitely asked for sewers.

At 6.30 the House adjourned.

At 7.30 the House resumed.

Me. TRAYLEN : Continning my remarks,
I wish to make some observationc about the
rate of interest which the Attorney-General
said would be incurred in connection with the
proposed loan. He fixed the interest at 5 per
cent., with 2 gunrantee by the Government on
loans raised by the Municipality, bubt mouney is
so cheap in the present day, that irn Victoria,
those who have money are glad to buy 4 per
ceut. Government Bonds at £108 reaching very
nearly to the amount paid in England. Suarely
it would not be impossible for us to roise
money for municipal purposes in FPerth
and Fremantle at some sach rate of infer-
est as 4 per cent. if the Government
give the guarantee. What really astonished
me in the Attorney-General's remarks was
that he admitted the @Government must
assist by giving the guarantee, and yet
he proposed to give a guarantee for u hody
that is not to be vesponsible to the Govern-
ment. Surely he overlooked the fact that it
would be very unwise indeed for a Govern-
ment to give a guarantee for such a body,
hecause under the Bilt I propose that several
of the members of the Board will beappointed
by the Govermment. Further he mentioned
that the large suwm of £21,000 would have to
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be paid, but does he not overlaok the fact thet
we are actually paying the money mow ? I
have ascertained that from £16 to £18 is being
expended duily by the City Council in removing
thenightsoilfrom thecity ;and thatamount will
cover the interes on £150,000 to which he al-
luded. It really seema that the arguments of
the Attorney-General were not =o forcible as
one would expect from him. 'Then, every year
that we deluy the construction of these sewers,
will enhance the cost of putting them down,
for the reason that the streets and the foot-
paths become more and more formed every
year, and will have to be broken up and replaced
when the system ir installed. IEf we were
to comwence now, we would lighien the
burden on the ratepayers because the rateable
value of property will continue to increase for
many years to cowme, Inregard to surface
draine and the double*pan aystem and the
agsertion that that system is sufficient, what
has possessed the Melbourne authoritiea to do
away with it for the sake of inangurating o
sawcéruge system? In plain lnnguage, they
are so disgusted with the old system that they
are willing to incur & very heavy expenditure
for the purpose of obtaining the benefits of o
system of sewerage. It is for the purpose of
giving those henefits to Perth and Fremantle
that I have moved this motion.

Tae CoumissioNER cF CrRowN Lawps : How
much will the Melbourne system cost ?

Mg. TRAYLEN : 1t is estimated to cost
£5,000,000 and it will probably reach
£10,000,000. To take up the streets will be so
very costly, and they hava elected to goa long
way out of the capital for a sewage site.

Mg, IncivewortH : They will never get it
there.

Motion put, and negatived on the voices.

ADJOURNMENT.

'‘Fhe House adjourned at 7.40 p.n., until

Tuesday, 16th July.




